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ABSTRACT

In an age of anxiety and uncertainty, a univershilgsophy needs to be spread among the nationettas
universal laws of peace and harmony. Disintegratioa common threat to the peace and prosperityatibn and thereby
integration is now at stake in the age old civiliaa like India. Disintegration has to be demolidhend established ‘unity
in diversity’ afresh to usher a new dimension opé@nd aspirations. While lust and hunger for wedias been in
general the key demands of man in the name of misdéon, development, progress and advancementlttimate eace
is at threat by the rat race of the society. Untles juncture, intolerance with nature and humawil@ation is weeping
out in the heart of man. In the post-modern ergerimal or indigenous aggression on nature has beemdded problem
with western imperialism on civilization, art, litdure and society. To restore the peace of mindl tansave nature and
man, our society feels the need of a universal ddveducation that will be able to keep harmony ¢htand open a
dynamic world of peace, prosperity, sanctity, solé, harmony among the nations of the earth. Rahirath Tagore’s
thoughts on education and library can suffice tifi$iis philosophy of life, society and educati@n e imparted among
the learners from primary level to higher educatidine basic duality of man’s nature, the esseniraty of all religions,
the Advaita doctrine, Nationalism and the distihope of the arrival of the Supreme Man are the dasilosophical
aspects of Tagore to be highlighted and spread anadinclasses of people of India to maintain the a¢d slogan ‘Unity
in Diversity’. Library, the store house of knowleddnas to be easily accessible to those who liibenclose corner of
nature as preached by Tagore.
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INTRODUCTION

It is true that some are born great and this gesatmakes them immortal. It cannot be denied thhtrRranath
Tagore is one of the immortal noble laureates efwiorld. The presence of Rabindranath Tagore pessaderywhere and
he is felt whenever philosophical debate or disocussspecially in higher education takes place ajtbe scholars of the
time. Tagore cannot be defined or confined by aemyogl; he is a man who is present in every ageiraedery period. A
universal man and philosopher Tagore has valuabl@ribution in the field of education and researttis own
experiences of life and his utmost faith on Godehmade him a man of all times. Tagore, a greabpbpher, poet, artist,
novelist, short story writer, essayist, educatipniealist, naturalist and what not, has valuaaetribution in the field of

education. His philosophical views on education e basis of everyday life of man and nature. Adity to him,
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“Education is that which makes one’s life in harmormwith all existence and thus enables the mind todithe ultimate
truth which gives us the wealth of inner light andve and gives significance to lifeThe scientific views of the Western
world and Indian spiritualism find their true exps@n in Tagore family and in such an environmeagydre was nurtured.
His philosophy of life is greatly influenced by tpsrsonal experiences at school and the experidmcesceived from his
family. His philosophy of life is not limited withithe realm of traditional philosophical theoriesther he has tested them
in Santiniketan established by him in the abodeaddire. In his philosophy of education he is pratiprand a realist.

From philosophical aspect, Tagore was an idedlistwas greatly influenced by the Indian philosophy, great
epics of the country, Vedas and Upanishads. A tuedlantist’ like Tagore developed faith in univdrdaumanity,
brotherhood and love for the nation. He is a maw Wwhlieves that God is the creator of all things. b¢lieves that the
spiritual power pervades everywhere and this paereals itself in the form of nature, in the forfsociety and in the
form of soul. The three universal formulas likéatyam, Shivayam and Sundardrform the world. He believes that our
education should be in full touch with our complifie. The universal power uniting the whole eadrttone thread reveals
the universal idea of humanity. Though Tagore wagired by idealism but in reality he was a natsrand above all a
humanist. According to him, the best function of education is to enable us alize that to live as a man is great,
requiring profound philosophy for its ideals, poolg for its expression and heroism in its conductindeed, his
educational philosophy is firmly based on his péolphy of life and on Naturalism, Humanism, Idealismd

internationalism. The three cardinal principle$isfeducational philosophy are
*  Freedom.
e Creative self-expression.
»  Active communion with nature and man.

In determining the aims of education, Tagore ggossticised the traditional system of educatiortcArding to
him, Indian philosophy of education has been oweal in the traditional system of education. Henepithat the aims of
Indian education should reflect the principles afional education system of India and they shotdddsfor the values of
Indian civilization. Aims of education cannot benfioed within skill development and enhancemenkmwledge rather
they will reflect international consciousness amdémglearners. His principle aim of education islevelop freedom and
creative self expression among the learners anthierfree atmosphere is essential for them. Fardheat work, he has
establishedShantiniketran at Bolpur, now a central university with the naofeBishwabharati where he had built a
'Polly Bhawan’ for imparting education from the abode of nat@hild’s mind should be brought in contact with rratu
He treats nature as the mother of man and it indlere that can be the best educator of a chiédcdtceives education as
a dynamic force that has a deeper associationlifgthHe feels that man receives everything fronur@ and he should
keep close harmony with his surroundings. He againphasises that the principle aim of educatioroidring joy,
freedom, creative self expression, integration aodrdination of all knowledge among the learnerke Tearners’
interests should get channelized to well balanecetihlrmonious forces in order to develop a sengmity in the world.
Tagore also aims at the integrated culture of thst Bnd the West along with the values of the wihtthe values of the

present day civilization.

In his philosophy of education, Tagore has accefiteduniversal value of curriculum. He has triedrivoduce
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the complete cultural form of the learners throaghriculum. He defines school as the best mediunthfe learners in the
development of their culture. He has advised tdubte the cultural practices in the curriculum sattthey can be
reflected. He has advised to include languageratitee, philosophy, science, art, music, dance @her social and
cultural activities of daily life in his proposedrciculum. Tagore was not in favour of English eglimn; rather he advised
to implement mother tongue as the medium of edocati the curriculum. According to him, the leameahould be
acquainted with Indian culture first and therebgythwill be able to learn their mother tongue. FoistTagore was
interested to include The Ramayana and the Mahatzhar the curriculum. Among all the languages Taggave priority
to Sanskrit language to inculcate the ancient calltoeritage of India. He also felt the importaéescience and ethics in
daily life with the progress of the society. Thaitwhy; he included science and philosophy in theiauwum along with

other subjects like arts and crafts, music, daseeial activities and the development of the vilag

Tagore aimed at harmony with the universal neges$iself-realization. He advocates both individaatl social

aims of education. He has given emphasis on thewig:

Physical development

* Individual development

e Moral and Spiritual development

e Harmonious development and international undergtgnd

His ‘Shantiniketan’ is the school of imparting art, music, picture imgk dancing and other performing arts.
The learners are taught to master some form ofihenkl and thus the learners become self depenéentthis, he has
recommended frequent tours and excursion to gasthéind knowledge. According to him there are ttseaerces of
knowledge-Nature, Life and Teacher. The Teacheineids independent thinking, imagination and judgetramong the
learners. Tagore emphasised on the self-expressitire child through various forms of art, dramaysim and handicraft
in general. Freedom of learning was the main ggion Tagore’s philosophy of education. The leasneiill receive
unbounded pleasure from their own artistic creatidom his thoughts on education Tagore has impepedial significance
to the personality of the teacher. He believed tisather is an integral part of education. Withtbet positive participation
of the teacher in the teaching learning activiiy pinocess of education remains incomplete. Accgrttirhim a teacher has
to be dedicated to the learning process and hisribation should be selfless. Besides, the teachest possess never
ending thrust for learning. He sayg\ most important truth which we are apt to forgés, that a teacher can never truly
teaches unless he is learning himself. A lamp caever light another lamp unless it continues to buits own flame”.
He believes that the relation between teacher ardkst should be ideal and without respected weidiietween them an
ideal teaching- learning process cannot be suadessfthe 2% century, Tagore is deeply felt for the philosopteyhas
preached for the nations in general. His lecturenam and universe delivered at Harvard Universitthe year in which
he was to win the Nobel Prize for literature isnfigant enough even today. He begins with a carsition of the relation
of the individual to the universe; discusses the-alg problem of evil and indicates the way to tkalization of the
infinite, through intermediate stages such as za#éin in love, in action and realization of beaulpgore ends with a
reiteration of the non-dualistic faithfhou dwellest in me and | in TheeThe very quotéThou dwellest in me and | in
Thee’is like Robert Browning’ philosophy of robust apism. Tagore’ faith on almighty is robust here dwdenvisions

Him in every life which is the soul idea of all iggbn. Since independence though discernible before, taday India’s
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harmony is threatened by the religious and cultdigérsity as it is a multi-religious, multi-cultalr and multi-racial
country. It is Tagore’s universal idea of the huitanf our God or the divinity of man that has opdra new dimension
of peace, harmony and integrity for future generatiHe declaresMy religion is in the reconciliation of the Super-
personal man, the universal human spirit, in my ovimdividual being’. He mainly emphasises the values of life from the

Vedic-Upanishadic position and the essential uaitgll religions is his philosophical views on ggbn.

Tagore’s anti-English attitude is well reflectedhiis idea of nationalism. His views on nationaliama universal
forces of life. He has severely criticised the wastotion of nationalism. According to him Indisocial life functioned
undisturbed before the British conquest. The sdtigaf Indian nationalism is its age old valueslité. The imperialistic
‘nationalism’ of the West has destroyed Indian seatonomic position. Predatory nationalism has miestern man
mental and material power at the cost of morahgfife and is sure to destroy itself one day acogrth Tagore. Hence he
has advised Indians not to ape the West in the mdmmdernization; for true modernisation beginthwiieedom of mind,
not slavery of taste. He denounces the West‘aastnot sent out its humanity to meet the man hetEast, but only its
machine’. According to Tagore, ‘the real problem of Indimationalism is not political but social. He sayset lour
civilization take its firm stand upon its basis sdcial co-operation and not upon that of economglaitation and
conflict’. Tagore’s is also known for his intermaalism and world humanism. He preaches the gospeiiversal
harmony between man and man, man and nature andmaathe divine. This philosophy of universalismhas derived

fromthe Gita, the Upanishad, Buddhism and Vaishnavism

Tagore’s liberal views on women education in Intiave great significance even today. India, a lahd o
‘Devbhumi’ i.e. a land of religion as well as a land of ttedial deep-rooted faiths, has marginalised womemfthe
participation of social and educational sphere. Worare treated here as weaker sex and they ar¢donaurish children
and provide service to their husbands and the ddmaily members. They did not have any right totgoschool and
receive education from any other institution likeimlt is Tagore, who felt the urgency of womenazadion in India and
condemned the established views about women educatithe country. In his essdgtrishiksha” written in 1915,
Tagore has elaborately discussed the need of educiar women in our country. He has vehementlyiacised the
so-called views of some people that women shoulde@llowed to receive education on the grountiétacated women
may neglect their daily duties of family life. Tagorealised that family is a form of cooperatiorboth man and woman
and the family duty must be maintained by both. Wiedreamt and thought yesterday it is provedytottathe modern
and post-modern times his thoughts on women educdtave revolutionised the whole world. Even inih.admerica
Taore’s philosophy of education is highly practigeday. According to Tagore men and women shoulgifzen equal
opportunity of education. He strongly criticisee ttistinction made by the social system in edunafiXesire to know is
the law of human nature as Tagore said. For the shgersonal enrichment and creating a betterrgéoa the education
of women is inevitable. But Tagore appears pai&is approach of women education. Education loabié facets —pure
knowledge and practical knowledge and skill. Thobghstrongly advocates that there should be nindiiin between a
boy and a girl in the field of pure knowledge betglightly ignores the need of practical knowledgd skill for women.
He says that women should acquire pure knowledgddocoming a mature human being and utilitarianvkadge for
becoming true women i.e. an ideal wife and an ideather. Education should cater to the special s@tdvomanhood.
A woman should be able to fulfil her duties towarttesr husband and children. Here Tagore’s thoughtsvomen

education can be criticised in the modern cont@&diday women are actively participating in all fieldBesides
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maintaining family modern women play significanteran the practical fields. They today are sucadisfperforming in
all fields. Today they are performing well in maiangineering, pilot, rail, space research, chdmeiegineering, genetic
engineering, and so on. Tagore has also emphasisethe importance of good manner and orderliness.sklys

“It is ugly to be unmannerly, and particularly foomen it unpardonable”

Tagore emphasises on the spread of mass educatiarh g the only means to eradicate the established
superstition of the society. He chiefly emphasides need for leading men from darkness to lighdmfmescience to
knowledge for the progress of the nation. Accordmyim it is light that can unite the whole woddd darkness only can
separate. The urgency of that light of knowledgdels in our country to maintain the integrity diet nation. In his
‘Shiksha Bikiran’ i.e. Diffusion of Educationhe says that knowledge is the greatest factdrarunification of mankind.
This is specifically needed in our country where thajority of the people are illiterate. Mass didcy is a curse that
threatens the national integration. He believesdhdy rural reconstruction of India can solve masyablished problems
that are the main barriers of development. He betien the pragmatic philosophy of education amdHis he established
the Sriniketan in 1922andthe Lok Siksha Samsad in 1936Till date, these two have been playing a sigaificrole in
rural reconstruction and mass education. He firbaijeved that the universities of our country hawétal role to play in
rural reconstruction and mass education. Thesadaresory towers for the elite only; they have &afr responsibility to

participate actively in the reconstruction of theat areas for the future of the country.

According to Tagore, Education has two fold aims-maer and wider. In the narrower sense, it aimseauring
practical gains or material benefit. In the widense the aim of education is the fulfiiment of hantife. In the other
words it has an economic aspect as well as aspdut development of the mind. Different educatstsihave defined this
developing aspect of education in different wayst ® Tagore, it is the means of developing hunyainitman. It aims at
developing higher and nobler human values suclugt&g, liberty, equality, fraternity, co-operatiaighteousness, etc.
To him education inculcates the common human vaiugbe minds of the pupils since childhood. Rernatien and
sensual pleasures have immense value but thereb@asbalance utility of the two. It is the propéucation that helps to
establish this. This balance is highly needed whan has both individual self as well as social. g&if individual can not
attain his fullness outside the orbit of societptal development of an individual is possible oimyand through society.
An individual’s fulfilment lies in union with thecgiety, nature and the God. Hence one of the sagmif aim of education

is to socialise the child and in this respect P&uayn’s opinion is praiseworthy:

“Individuality develops only in a social atmospherehere it can feed on common interests and commativities.Man

is never individual when alone”

Tagore’s opinion on the role of teacher in prongti@aching is praiseworthy. In any scheme of educatacher
plays a very important and crucial role. He is ¢lkatral figure throughout the teaching learningcpss and it is he who
imparts knowledge among the learners and helpsiltghten them in many fold manners. His idea ofcadion centres
round the Guru or the teacher. In this regard he folowed the ancient philosophy of learning. Tehés an integral
contact between the Guru and the people in thisgg®and this is inherited generation to generaifiba gurus are erudite
scholars in their own specialised areas throughdigtipline and they constantly run after truthdadmowledge. In this
context the view of Tagore is remarkable, partidulén respect of our present educational set upftGheld the key

position in the Tapovan system of education. He tlwaschief living dynamic and active educative agyerHe was not a
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machine but a human being with ever shinning peisiyrengaged in the pursuit and determinatioreafting. The books
were not the only sources of knowledge. The metifdchparting knowledge was chiefly oral. The studemsed to learn
by heart and mind. The teacher was more important the method. Teaching was the moral obligatiotne teacher”.

Tagore did not emphasise on any particular metfigdaching. Human mind is dynamic and hence methddund to be
dynamic. No method can teach, the teacher can tealgh. Yet Tagore opined that modern educatioraged on the
principle of association of ideas, knowledge mofresn concrete to abstract, known to unknown, sintpleomplex.

Education should proceed along with the daily charklife. Education does not mean only traininghe senses or the

acquisition of intellectual knowledge but also eation of feelings. He says:

“A most important point which we are apt to forgét that a teacher can never truly teach unless Isestill learning

himself. A lamp can never light another lamp unlegscontinues to burn its own flame. The teacher winhas come to
the end of his subject, who has no living trafficitv his knowledge, but merely repeats his lessomis students, can
only load their minds; he cannot quicken them. Thuhot only must inform but inspire. If the inspiradn dies out, and

the information only accumulates, then the truthdes its infinity”.

Tagore’s writings on library and establishment isféxperimental school and its librarySntiniketanare based
on his educational philosophy ffeedom of mind, freedom of heart and freedom ofifv According to him a library is
the store house of pure knowledge. His idea dfraty was alike with his idea of rural developmasithe stategéform of
education and regeneration of villages are the m#gsk of my life”.Tagore gave stress on rural library services dglhe
“a natural bond between education in the schools eolttges and the country outside them is immensetgssary
This is necessary to fulfil the objectives of ediaraas“the highest education is that which does not gigenformation
but makes our life in harmony with all existencA’library as the storehouse of the recorded kndgéehas a tremendous
role to play. But to ensure fullest use of its teses Tagore suggestdt i necessary that its contents should clearlgl an
specifically brought to noti¢eof readers with human touch, because “the libtayyitself imposes a responsibility — the
responsibility relating to riches. In the post-miodera, Tagore’s thoughts on library and educatiwadl have an important
part and the authorities of both state and cegtaérnment have decided to open up the libraryifiacd all who wish to
access. The Calcutta central library is a represieet example of this. This has been now a peogibirary as the

government of West Bengal has taken initiativeawolur of public in general.
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